U.S. Department of Justice 



1— Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

February 22, 2013 

Mr. Inkoo Kang 
DEPT. MR 1758 
PO Box 55819 
Boston, MA 02205-5819 



Subject: Gore Vidal 
FOIPA Request No. 1198290 

Dear Mr. Kang: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), 
Title 5, United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is 
exempt from disclosure, with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a 
deleted page information sheet was inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely The' 
exemptions used to withhold information are marked below and explained on the enclosed explanation of 
exemptions. 

Section 552 Section 552a 



I (b)(1) 


r (b)(7)(A) 


f (d)(5) 


r (b)(2) 


r (b)(7)(B) 


r ex?) 


I (b)(3) 


P (b)(7)(C) 


I (k)(i) 




I (b)(7)(D) 


r (k>(2) 




; (b)(7)(E) 


S (k)(3) 




I (b)(7)(F) 


i (k)(4) 


r (b)(4) 


r (b)(8) 


r (k)(5) 


r (b)(5) 


r (b)(9) 


r (k)(6) 


M (b)(6) 




I (k)(7) 



_35 preprocessed pages are enclosed. To expedite requests, preprocessed packages are 

released the same way they were originally processed. Documents or information originating with other 
Government agencies were not referred to those agencies as part of this release. 
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In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) [5 U.S.C. § 552 
(b)(7)(E)], this response neither confirms nor denies the existence of your subject's name on any watch 
lists. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp IV (2010) 
This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a 
standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that 
excluded records do, or do not, exist. 



You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), U.S. Department 
of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 1 1050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you may submit an 
appeal through OIP's eFOIA portal at hitp://www justice.gov/oip/efoia-portal. html . Your appeal must be received 
by OIP within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. The envelope and the 
letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in 
any correspondence to us for proper identification of your request. 



Sincerely, 




David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 



Enclosure 



In response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, enclosed is a preprocessed copy of 
FBI Headquarters file 62-HQ-1 07665. 
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SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the matters 
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers 
to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 
information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair 
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for the 
regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime or 
apprehend criminals; 

(k)(l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be 
held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 1 8, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)f5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 
or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant to 
a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service he 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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TO 



from : M. A. Ji 



Mr. DeLoach 



date: April li 1ncr> 



subject: 



"THE^EST MAN" 

LEGITIMATE PLAY 

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 




ASAC Alton M. Bryant telephonically contacted the Bureau 
Headquarters this afternoon and advised Wick that a review by Louis Sobel 
which appeared in the "New York Journal American" concerned comments 
about the season's newest play, "The Best Man, " by Glor^vidal._ Sobel' s 
column states, "But there was one jarring note to this reporter — and that was 
an unnecessary, quite unfunny and certainly unfair jibe at J. Edgar Hoover. 
Some among the audience expressed their displeasure in loud *boos!" Bryant 
advised no Agents were in attendance at this play. A Special Agent wiU attend 
this performance tonight and the New York Office will advise the results of 
this review tomorrow. 

Bufiles reflect Gore Vidal was mentioned in the January 20, 
1948, issue of the "Daily Worker" in a review of his book, "The City and The 
Pillar. " This book dealt with the physical adventures of a male homosexual. 
Vidal was also associated with two individuals who were the subject of security- 
type investigations in 1954 and 1956 v / / ? 

RECOMMENDATION: . / t 

None. For information. 1 
Addendum:REW;: 4-2-60: Supervisor Tom Ring of the New York Office saw this play 
4-1-60. The only reference to the Director is when one play character (presum- 
ably Vice President Nixon) says to another (presumably Harry Truman) "J. Edgar 
Hoover considers you to be one of the most moral and religious men ever to be 



in the White House. 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 

^l^JMRrpaw 
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6/ 



I i 



The man addressed replies with a sarcastic inflection: "I'll*, 
reserve my opinion of J. Edgar Hoover for a posthumous 
memoir. " This is apparently where the audience booed, 
3-31-60. Agent Ring says the crack came out fast and fell 
very flat in the 4-1-60 performance. He says several people 
filed out in the middle of the second act. Ring was told to 
take no action, dca gut s / 





19 (Hav. 1-11-60) 




Says ImWic^ronapf H!s Pat 
' irt.Th« BiBst^an?'Cld Far 
feeyohd'Pblltjipai^Srte 



'■ '"Quite corittary^.. Mr3 

tio^te=^plleS with a chuckle? 
"She "completely sfase4£Ut;of' 
it because, fflf, her ii^vShen^ 
She has tended to; lean back* 
; wardslnot to bitagttiany. point 
of view ittiat might.be. prejual-; 

tbiss ''I'iavfe' .been very. hUsyi , 
Wbik gt^aBisCTWsion- 



Melvyh Dbugiks is playing [3m 

way during one tiieatrical term. 
,But this' time. tie., appears, tb 
;haVe-dravm.!a-.s^ 

Gore: :vidSl's". t "The Best 
Man," ^hlch- .6|ehe* Thursday 
•night and w^n has won all oi 
,thl crltifc*,7ot& r he.^eplcU#. 
5 ofmer :Seer'etary of. State -dont- 

heting for. tfeSn*i^^?>?8F 
Siation;agalMt : an-pp;p;ortoisac 

.^d. cohHl^ng : oppbnte^.|arUer 
! tKis. seasohhe-was seenaln. xne 
Gang*- Here" as ah easy- 
going, g"dod*hature* President 
who strongly] Tesembjed Warren 
TGamalietHatdlngi ;. . , ' !» 
, • Did' Hii. interest* ana-experl- 
'ehces'lii politics have anything 
to do with h^^pparenfc«toity 
for polrflcali ^aniast .''WellS!' 
Mr. Douglas; said- -yesteid>yi 
''I've always- hadi ». dinner-table 
■interest i&pblitics. This, though, 
was totally iifipremeditatea.. I 
had ho intefitioh; of doing *JH 
other' play .Ms/season, but tttt 
s^riengaged ihe "that X couldn't, 



resist it." - 

Mr. Douglasi who-wassa dele-, 
gate- to tBS: Democratic.: Na-n 
tibhal: Gohvehtibn .when. Bresl-i. 
dent Franfelin Jtoosewflt ran] 
for a third terferas. asked ,|fi 
there - was- anyjihtagita^hlfe pbFj 
frayal that', derived .from; his 
personaLmvolvfeffleht hi politics, 

"' itbies ^jB C^mpbsite*; ' ': 
doh^t^ec'ieSsUriiy/ jwsMate 
this part^he, g« 
specific,, living :caMdaf e_ or &h 
Utical figure* INot.dnly niy .role,, 
but .all of the. .others are corii^ 
posltes tHatclosely resemble oriel 
another:" " , " .. i. ' 

.: The authbir,'. M^.Pouglas ex- 
plained, has; ,-t6v<portrar 
three archetypes in..p61ittcal'Iife> 
today. Jlach. has: element:! that, 
.cta*e-fbundiia:both:.pattles, he 
saidi J& W-fflMsi, the-implica- ; 
tions of the;, play. «S» ?*W he- 
yoita politics.* The* tepreseht. 
''the actions off .people and the 
Tltind- bf ithiags, tit§y,d.o to. 
.present soclety;<under, stress" • 
Had hls wltei Helen Gahjtganj, 
'K ttg rr rad^OTrtier Democratic.. 
Kepresehlative' frbhj galii6rnia t ' 
•givenAtoany^adylceB- ' 
ibis -mterprstetion .? 



Public reaction to ;tiVa>pJay <# 
its. pwNew *^&£^V?**i' 

stiffea -ahiihated: dls6tts|ibi«.be- 
tweeir. the-acts rdiiring -all df its. 
oUt-of-town^ performances *and' 
th'atfquite- a. humber^f ■political. 
Slgures;"' mcludtag. ..Thomas' K, 
Flhletteri: -former Secretary' of 
the AlK -Force;, and- Gov. : Buls, 
Munoz- Marih of- Puerto Rico^ 
Had. visited backstage: to . «t J 
press: their favorable' reactions. 

• Sbrhemiiibr cpm^iiflnts l .Mr. 
Douglas said; came from "two; 
of three- lesser •.political- people 
.who feit "disappointed, when the 
liberal Presidential cradidatfedld 
hot strike back' hard, enougli-at 
his political .ahtiCgonlsfe;. 

• .He- also recalled ;that . some 
sections- bf '.the play had *elicited 
equal portions., bi -boos' ;ahdi ap/ 
plaiise from^3bston,audiehces. 
The partisan reactions were 
: asuaily provoked by- the.- llHe.-oiS 
advice given-, to- the .expedient 
Presidential caiididate,.;pprtey-. 
ed. fe* Frank Bovejoft (Wtt -Bf. 
,'p'u'il 1 :a..'Nixbh;,;gb on television 
and ; cry bh.the riatiotilssHoulders 
,wltii- two cocker ispahtels'i." . -s . 

"Thesaaf e things atiSut.which' 



people ieelTiretty deeply^' -Mrf 
Dguglarnbted' With Seriousness, 
VtA.t all events, Mr. Douglas apF 
!pfWsi. te : 'bVvBSsufed: of? b.' lonf 
tfeu're bf-offlce;'"The:P" 
■ the toWn'S 
hit.. 
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OPTT^M FORM NO. 10 „ . ^ftk 

UNITED STATES GOVERN^|nT 

Memorandum 



to :Mr. DeLoach 



date: 7-28-61 





VI. A. jo, 

suBjECTARTICLE^piTJXLBI>^OL^NT n 

<AUl GUST, 1961, ISSUE OF 
ESQUIRE MAGAJZINE '" 

The August, 1961, issue of captioned magazine catnea an aracie 
on page 120 entitled "Comment" by Gore Vidal which generally points out that 
President Kennedy and various other people have been telling citizens of the United 
States what to do to improve our society. Vidal seeks to add his advice in this matter 
and states that he feels there are many problems to solve in our own society, ranging 
from the abolition of capital punishment to school integration. He then makes the 
statement that the citizen can be useful in social and moral legislation where much 
work is needed, and he must be vigilant regarding civil liberties or he might one day 
find himself living, if not in a police state, at least in a police city. 

Vidal then related an incident which he had reportedly witnessed in 
Washington, D. C. , in the Spring of 1961, wherein he alleged he saw four policemen 
beat up two unresisting persons on a public street for absolutely no cause. He stated 
he had called a local newspaper to report the incident; however, nothing has happened 
since. 

Vidal then related that when he got back to New York, he read an 
editorial of a ssuthern editor attacking the John Birch Society. The editor allegedly 
quoted the FBI as saying that the "Birchers were 'irresponsible. * " Vidal ttenjgjatejfy 
that some hours before the editorial was published, two FBI Agents visited Bun/and 
inquired as to his authority on the "irresponsible" quotation. It turned out that the 
editor's sources were unreliable; however, when the editor inquired how the FBI knew 
of his editorial in advance, he got no answer. , 

INFORMATIO N IN BUREAU FILES c 

\ The "editorial" ref erredToH5y*Vidal is possibly an article which 

appeared in the 3-19-61 issue of "The NashvilleTennessean, " which stated in part, %t 
"An FBI spokesman in Washington said last week the FBI. . .would characterize the . 
society (John Birch Society) as 'irresponsible but not subversive. ' " Numerous \ 
inquiries were received by the Bureau regarding this article, which were answered by 
informing them of the fact that no FBI official in Washington had publicly characterized 




Jones to DeLoach Memo 
RE: Article "Comment" 
By Gore Vidal 

the John Birch Society. No information could be located in Bufiles regarding the 
alleged contact with the editor as related by Vidal in his article. 

Bufiles reflect that Vidal was mentioned in the 1-20-48 issue of the 
"Daily Worker" in a review of his book, "The City and.The Pillar. " The book dealt 
with the physical adventures of a male homosexual. Vidal was an associate of two 
individuals who were the subjects of security-type investigations conducted in 1954 
and 1956. He was also the author of a play entitled "The Best Man" which opened in 
New York City on 3-31-60. The play was a political- type drama which contained one 
small reference to the Director to the effect that one play character (presumably 
Vice President Nixon) said to another (presumably Harry Truman), "J. Edgar Hoover 
considers you to be one of the most moral and religious men ever to be in the White 
House. " The reply was, 'Til reserve my opinion of J. Edgar Hoover for a posthumous 
memoir. " An Agent who monitored the play stated the exchange came out fast and fell 
very flat. No action was taken regarding this matter. (62-0-59489) 

Files reflect that we have enjoyed limited cordial relations with 
Esquire, Inc., since 1947. (94-3-4-350) 

RECOMMENDATION: 



For information. 
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GORE Y1DAL 

The race into Grace, or 
the Civilization Gap 

Fob sometime now our leaders, both demagogic and honest, have 
been telling us to rouse ourselves to greater purpose, national and 
private. Walter Lippmann suggests that the United States behaves 
like a society which thinks it is complete with no more to accom- 
pli ;h; that, for better or worse, we are what we are and the- o»ly 
dai iger to our comfort is external. President Kennedy's exhortatit ns 
to Iself-sacrifice are becoming ever more urgent, even shrill. I lis 
critics point out that he has not done much to show us how we 
might best serve our society. To which the answer of the Adminis- 
tration, at least privately, is that until Americans begin to under- 
stand those things which threaten us, both from without and within, 
any Presidential program demanding the slightest sacrifice would 
be demolished by Congress and the jingo press. After all, things 
do look all right if you don't look too carefully and no one can accuse 
us of ever looking carefully at an unpleasant sight, whether it is 
Soviet superiority in space or chronic unemployment at home. Now . 
I don't want to add my voice to the general keening. American 
society has many virtues which we should never underestimate. By 
fits and starts we are attaining a civilization and, barring military 
accident, we shall certainly attain one before the Soviets. "Be the 
First into Civilization!" There's a slogan for the two competitors. ■ ■ 

Yet for those who are puzzled at how to respond to Presidential 
cri* for action, vigor and mpving-aheadness, I propose that thi re 
lireTcertain very practical things that we can do in a society whi :h 
is by no means complete. (Those professional patriots who trum]Jet 
that this" is the new EdeiTand only traitors would change it or down- 
grade it are declaring of course that the society is closed and there- 
fore decadent and .soon to'fail. I vote no to "perfection" and yes to 
- change and survival. j S'lost of" us spend too much time solving inter- .. 
' national problems at cocktail parties, rather than dealing with those 
things which we might, affect and-rchan'ge, the tying up of the loose 
ends in our own society. There are many of them, rangmg-&fenv*hei. 
abolition of capital punishment to school integration. On either of 
those great matters any citizen can be usefully engaged. He can also 
be useful in social and moral legislation where there is much work 
to be done. As for civil liberties, any one who is not vigilant may 
one day find himself living, if not in a police state, at least in a 
police city. Now I will tell a horror story which has haunted me 
fo\several months, something which, I am told, is conraion but 
whfflh I witnessed for the first time, reacting as deeply j€ (though 
acting\iifferently to) the writer in Angus Wilson's novel Hemlock 
and After. 



ESQUIRE MAGAZINE 
August, 1961 



ENCLOSURE 



"iPwas in Washington f or*a few F S last spring. At about ten 
o'clock irj? the eyeriing of my last d^-m town, I took a taxicab to 
the IMoii Station.' H was a mild drizzly night. Traffic iiPtke^side 
stress near PennsyMnia Avenue was tied' tip. My cab was stopp&d 
in front of the YMdA,. a' large fcuilding; a half-block from the Old 
State Department ahf}' two blocks from the White Hduse, The side- 
walk was desertedi As| we sat fhere> out of the building marched 
four men,, wearing- li^tt taincaps with upturned brims and trench 
coats. There were two' men with them. One was well-dressed, 
perhaps sixty; he wore a white raincoat. The other was young, and 
thin and; shabby and -he wore -no raincoat. I watched as this odd 
company moved seven :6z eight yards along the sidewalk toward the 
traffic light, which was- now red. In front of a deserted shop, the 
light-caps stopped and methodically began to beat up the two men 
with them . I sat there stunned. There had'been nO'prOvocation. As 
suddenly and pointlessly as a: nightmare the attack began- and there, 
right in front of me oroithe black, wet sidewalk, the older man lay 
as two men kicked hihij while the other two shoved the youn/man 
intoShe doorway of the Shop and begah-ito beat him across the face. 

Tho cab driver, aii-ol'd Negro, said, "I hate to see anybody flo that 
to another man. I do." The light was now green but I told him to 



wait. I got out arid- crossed to the 
nearfeA light-cap. He'was>. attfiemo- 
merif disengaged. He lad:been«ork- I 
ing die younger man- over and\he 
now stood .a few feet away, breathing 
hard. I asked him whbhe was and 
what, he was doing. Hefcturned on me 
and I Jiave never seen such a v savage, \ 
frightening litdefacft Heiwasplump, 
flushed, with popping eyes; a young 
pig gone berserk. He began to .scream 
at me to get out of there , or- I!d be ar- 
rested. Threats arid obsceni- 
ties poured over .me in one 
long-orgiastic breath. Hooked 
away.- -apd; saw. that the -older 
man was:hpw prihis -stomach, 
trying to shield his head from 
the kicks of the" men standing, 
oter hini.- I noticed his raiijt 
opt was ..streaked with.mutu 
Tie younger 'man. w:as."silen%'" 
extepj for the whacking noise 
• hi's ; face-;iriade asit was struck, 
—first left theii right; like, a 
punching bag. In my -hardest 
voice I said: "Ybu'te going; to 
be the one in trouble, if you 
don't; tell me who -you are." 
The dark One stepped hi and 
showed nje his. .detective's 
badge. He told hie to get 
lost and he returned tp his 
. athletics. 'The plump one was 
now longings ([and I- do- hot. 
exaggerate by using, a verb'-of 
judgment) to get back, to the 
man in the doorway. v But be- 
fore he could* 1 stopped him 
and asked him.his name. He 
sttrted to curse agairi but a 
loo\ from his companion 
stopped him. He gave rtehis 



wrc/ie,'.ref erring to French Afbw^atroc- 
iti/fe in Algeria, that the-real tragedy 
yTour time is that any of us can be, 
interchangeably,, victim of torturer. 

Lgot back to NCw YorktOTead that 
a southern editor had written an- edi- 
torial attacking the John. Birch So- 
ciety. In- the course of his editorial, 
he quoted the F.B.I. as. saying that, 
the\Birchers were "irresponsible^ 
Soiriis hours before the editorial was 
publmiedj two ineri from the R8,I. 



name and "tEeh with a squeal" 
learfed on the man inT the 
" dbrfrway and began hating 
hiin, making, as he did, gfep* 
ing noises, not human to my 
ear." 

. J stood there dumbly won- 
dering what to do. Right in 
front of me-, -two men were 
being knocked about by foul 
men who were, quite simply, 
enjoying their Work. I was 
also witness to the fact that 
the victims had not resisted 
arrest, which would of course 
be the police explanation. At 
Uriion Station I called The- 
Washington Post Ti»B«s-Her-| 
aid and talked to the nighd 
editor. He knew who I wasj ' 
Yes, the stpry interested himl 
H<| told me the Post had re* 
ce'itly run a : story which had: 
led to some arrests. The men 
r.ifiMie fight caps'had been do- 
ing their duty. He askqd-mtA.^.... 
what I intended to do about 
it. I shouted into the receiver, 
"This is your . town. Your 
scandal. Your newspaper. 
Yow do something about it, 
I'm catching a train." He 
asked if they could use my 
name. I said of course -and 
hung up-. 

And that was the end of it. 
I have often thought of those 
two since, wondered who they 
were and what happened to 
them. I also- brooded on the 
furious horror of seeing ovs 
society at its most vicious faro 
bloc^s-fromthe White H/use. 
It is true, as Sartre once 



ariived at the editor.'s.ofiice and Ssked 
on what authority he could quoteroe 
F .B.I. as terming the- Birch Society 
"irresponsible." The editor's sources 
were not,, as it turned, but, reliable. 
But he, quite naturally, wanted to 
know how the 5F.B.I. knew the con- 
tents of his editorial before it was 
published. He .got no answer. - 

V^ow the point to these two stores 
is 6wt here is something, we can/do x 

the^arding of - our own liberties. 



We/iay not be able tb save LaosVbut 
we/can, as individuals^ keep- an.<Eye- 
01/ the police forces in the- country- 
even if it means, as some have pro- 
posed, setting up permanent .commit- 
' tees of appeal in every city to hear 
. cases of police brutality, or of any 
other infraction of our freedom to 
- spea&and to pursuewhat our found 
ers\alied happiness; two rights pe 
enniaUy endangered not only at 
local But at the federal level. 
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Airs, lwario Nunez de la Vega 
518 .Perugia Avenue 
Coral Gables, Florida 




February 7, 1962 



jQaar Airs. Nunez: 



Your letter postmarked February 1st, with 
enclosure, has been received, and I appreciate the interest 
prompting you to write. 



The FBI is strictly an investigative agency 
o£ the Federal Government and, as such, does not make 
evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 
In view oi' this policy, I can assure you tliat no representative 
oi this Bureau has publicly characterized the organization 
mentioned iff 5 our communication. 



03 



y'?1n response to your request, I am returning 
the ar&cle yea sent with your communication. 



Enclosure 




Sincerely yours, 
2« £dgai: Hoover 



John Edgar Hoover 



CD 



so 
o 
o 

I 

S3 
m 



Director 



ft? 



MS 

SO 

© 
o 
at 



1» 



* 



Totoon . 



3i-lraont 
Mohr 




NOTE: The Bureau is aware of the article entitled "CdmmefJ^by Gore 
Vidal which appeared in the August, 1961, issue of "Bttquire^ -Shagazine. 
Numerous inquiries were received regarding this article and^ere 
answered generally as above. No information was lowated iig&ufiies 
concerning the alleged contact with, the editor of a newspaper*by FBI Agents 
to induce him to change the statement in 'his editorial that the FBI has said 



him 

>) 



H:ncr .<3) ,-\ — ^ 

TELETYPE UNIT □ 



if 



Next page 




NOTE: continued 

the "Birchers were irresponsible. " Vidal was mentioned in the 1-20-48 
issue of the "Daily Worker" in a review of his book, "The City and the 
Pillar" dealing with the physical adventures of a male homosexual. Vidal 
was also associated with two individuals who were subjects of security- 
type investigations by the Bureau in 1954 and 1956. In April, 1960, 
his play, "The Best Man, " opened on Broadway and contained an 
unnecessary and unfair remark about the Director which the audience 
booed. The Bureau has not investigated Vidal. Correspondent cannot 
be identified in Bufiles. 
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• Miv Malrwift J 

a Avenue xN/US* 11 - suiiivjfi — 

eS, Fla. UV Mr. Tavel 

* tut— n— 



The F.B.I. 
Washington, D.C. 



Utu Tolson 



illshan 

Mr/ 
Mil Evans:_ 




Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Rnn m 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gan'dy. 



Dear Sirs; y 

Enclosed is an aWele in an old (Aug. ) "ESQUIRE" 
I and several frifends of mine have only just read 
ESQUIRE enjoys/a g\od reputation and therefore we were astound^ 



magazine that 
I think that' J j^j 

2 : 



j 



at what Gorf^vidal (I think Mrs. J. Kennedy's step-brother) has to 
say about the F.B.I. You will find this toward the end of the 
article; the first example about theddeteetives of the Washington 
police force I suppose is no business of yours.... but the F.B.I, 
protecting the John Birch Society? Is this true? Why would., almost/ 

a member of the first family desire to attack the F.B.I. j£ it. is 

■ - •-«■«■ ••■ f ■ *" 

not true' I await your reply anxiously as do the others $ have shown, 
the article to, in the hopes that it may not be true. Also I certainly j 
would appreciate it if you would return the clipping. Thank you. 





erexy J 
Mrs. Mario Nunez de la \ 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
30JO-104 

UNITED STATES GO 



"|Bnme: 

Memorandum 



m 




DIRECTOR, FBI 



from : SAC, PHILADELPHIA. ( 100-0 ) 



date: 1/5/62 



subject: 



<0 

GORE VIDAL 
INFORMATION CONCERNING ( SECURITY) 



I 




Enclosed herewith, one copy eaehfTdr Bureau and 
New York, is photostat of Jt copy off-better to the President 
dated 12/28/61 from FRED>DEVINE, 26jJorth Llanwellyn Avenue^ 
Glenglden,~Pa...,. with accompanying transcript of a radio 
interview of VIDAL by FRANK^PORD yjy^ / 

For information of New York, the FrarjkfFordJhow ~~ 
is a controversial Philadelphia radio interview show and DEVINE 
is a olfclzaa" who regularly tapes'what he considers propaganda 
interviews and forwards transcripts to various public officials, 
The Bureau has been given prior information on the Ford Show 
and on DEVINE. 

No action being taken by Philadelphia. 



Bureau (End. 2)&BM) 
2 - New York (Encl.^f(RM) 
2 - Philadelphia ig> 

1 - 100-0 M 

1 - l00-46gp8gr 

FCB:EMR fif 
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ENCLOSURE TO BUR EAU 

GORE VIDAL 

Re: 



FROM PHILADELPHIA 



} INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Photosjbat letter to President from 
±2/28/61 



t _ 

Contents: -j^^ 

1-^-Eiioto-S 
of VID^L 

Bufile # ... 



1'Hiilo # 100-0 



»ES_letter„ 



;afc_Ja^aarlp.t...^Mio_.l^te.rvaew 
' by PRANK FORD 



cated 



26 K. Llanwellyn avenue 
Glenolden, ^ennBylvenia 
atoemter 26, 1961 

The President 
The *hite iiouse 
.ashington, D. C. 

^ dear i*r. President, 

It was a perfectly splendid amear. Mr. Ford's guest 
was the noted playwright, one Oore Vidal. 

It started Innocently enough. The gentlemen were 
going to discuss i.r. Vide 1 'a latest play. However the dis- 
cussion of the play never really got off the ground. -ion»e 
five tsinutes at the end of the interview seemed to be all 
that could te devoted to the play. The gentlemen tics roe 
so wrapped up in the •extremists to the right." 

Yes, it started innocently enough. Some comment 
was made with respect to the fact that Ur. Vidal was a 
recent candidate for a seat in the Congress. If &r. Vidal 
would hate teen successful in his bid it is a foregone con- 
clusion that one of the fifty uouee mem be as needed to abolish 
the house Un-«merican Activities Committee would hare been 
'in tuns' the bag,' to the delight of Gus Hall and his toss 
in the Krtmlin, one rikita Khruahohev. Mr. Burton v.hite, 
leader of the students who participated in the San Francisco 
-r'ieto told us of the magic number of Congress aeeced to 
•swing it.f 

i>or* Ford awumg ir:to the smear with the 'uan on horse 
bock' routine. -.nd then It. ford Bet it up by calling up 
the words uttered by you and the Vice Resident, in Los 
Angeles and Philadelphia, respectively, Hr* Tidal stated 
that he is nervous. Then he 'banged* Senator Goldwater and 
stated that you were a conservative.' Kext to receive the 
blast was the aouse Coix;ittee and then to the John ^irch 
society, tfienc€ to - c^arthy, Rockwell and so on. 

t\ most interesting fact was pinned down when it 
was flatly stated and admitted that Frank Corner was a com- 
munist, -r. Donne r is the gentleman who has just written a 
book blasting the Committee. And then after calling up the 
KkK, another slap at Goldwater and an uppercut to the ?:irch 
society the interview, a most interesting interview, ended. 

-oat conspicuous by its absence was any slap at the 
cxtreieiata to the left, briefly mentioned at the outset and 
promptly forgotten. Eot one word about rikita and the 
lineage of conspirators who started the whole thing, 'arx, 
Tngels, Lenin and -talin. I wonder why? Js. 'L 

Respectfully yours)* 



Fred Irvine 

ecj Yes 



VRAKK tfiiHD AjD 00F8? VIDAL - I* CElfflFH 28, 1*61 

i-ord - I mertlored about good will ard politiiea ard ao 
forth, you recently had a fling at pol it iee« before at talk 
stout the play, sonulue, you recently had a fling in poli- 
tics, didn't you? 

Vidal - ./ell, yea, I'm hare as a dieoredited poll ti elan frf* 
upstate low York, I ran for Congressmen in the loot e loot ion, 

i'ord - Lot discredited, but defeated. 

Vidal - if rot discrddited, X made the race. 

j?ord - .hat makes a fellow, a buay and aueooaaful playwright 

want to be a Corgreaenan? 

vidal - ell, I've alway» been in politioa or irtereattd In 
it and m fa«tly, %t*9 a fanily of polttieiasa and i hawe a 
theory new that perhspa polltiea it a little to« aerlaua 
for me to be a politician, aa I have been and expeeially in 
ny neck of the wooda which has fees Bepubliean sinee 1910 
•sd not that I hate anything t ? to aay againat being 
a Republican but the idea ia that perhspa a ehange ie neeee- 
aary. ?e hare flw countiea up there and one of |ho» has 
ne*cr been Petnooratlc ainee onoo and that was to ▼ ote igair-st 
Abraham Linooln. franklin Kootevelt lived in ay 0>urty, 
i»uchCBa and he never carried and I amid well, I aan carry it 
I didr,«t. 

Ford - Kot enough theerer goere ue_„tiiere» that'* all. They. 



•••••• 



weren't 

Vidal -X think it ana a worthwhile thing todo and X think 
that you should get people into polities who ha?» obviously 
nothing mueh to gain tut of it and by getting people in- 
terested in politic** wkll they 're in there hr ttf *eney, 
they're in there to sake their let practise * Uttl* hit 
bdttar, thsfa alweya s motive **** i* alae group for 
reaaona entirely of veoity and that's perhepe a reesen store 
daogeroua then thoae aha are eat for a fhtuxe busk but I 
do think there ia a whole neveeaat in the country now and 
X think Kenr.edy la repreeentetive of it of people going in 
beeauae they think it U • worthwhile career, tha t It need 
r ot be ea depreaalng or aa eee*ro»l*lng ae a* here beds lit 
to believe. 

Ford - I*U talk a tent Boamlva but t% ftr* curious abeuVthe 
politloa eitnatioc, Ye* hod anwtiohdd •*•»* *•» think it 1 * 
important for oeople other then prefect let* 1 politic**** to 

u in poiitioa* it« a true that * m*m£m,-mt*:ffimfa; 

alon play about your ***Uy» *»**«* ***t UWtif f^i fc: 
ian't he/ , !'/^fp|t* 

Vidal - Wjr Orondlhtho*s . ,. '■ <, 



Ford - Grandfather, yes, and I ssw a marveloua play on TV, 
i think you wrote that play. 



Vidal - 1 wrote it and I acted in it. 

Vord - That's right, that's right, and 

Vidsl - It'a the f iret and laet time aa an aetor. 

i'ord - You did very well in it, why waa it the last time »e 
an actor ' 

Vidal - Well, you know, they said they'd do it 01: tape a» 
I aaid well, you know, i- played a narrator and I acted in 
varioue acenea. 14 aaid well, you know, if I make any mie- 
takes. I oan go back and I can fix it. At laet they aaid, 
we 're going to do t'^ia live, -ell, I discovered not only 
that X cannot a«t tut th t I cannot rememfc^r linee and at 
the drese rehearsal the *? broke down ... 

teleproapter 

Ford - Oh, fine* 

Vidal - and there's a very nice photograph I have ahowi«g 
me two minute a be Tore going on the air with 14 million people 
watching and the blankest face you've ever aeen. I'm Just 
starring off into the middle distance. 

Ford - *hey were your lines, how comt you couldn't remember 
them. You wrote them. 

Vidal - tfhen your mind io.es blanks it 8° if blank* 

tford - iven with your own lineal 
Vidal - specially with your own. 

*©rd - *ell. now,, you mentioned Mr. Kennedy • Kow they say 
•tout politics, 1 have n news period ooatng up and I'll bet 

right back I'll tell you about Roaulusrigh * after «fj 

news.... right before the atwtau were talking a little bit 
about politics. Qore, you mentioned *ir. Kennedy and mentioned 
politics and the fact tnat there's a new feeling, let a say 
in politics in this country as evidenced h a young adminis- 
tration. I've been reusing about l». Jtnnedy's 
about sendi'g that rather controversial till that sny housing 
would have to be absolutely without any restriction of W 
kind in order to ouali*y for gcvernment funds. Low thlj «U 

has been sitting en Mr. Ktnntdy'a PK^Slii. 2! 

ding to all those In the know, the political hip people say. 
fw3l. if Ha signs that bill and he's in fevar of ^in", 
with a recent session of Congreee, he'll have a lot of trouclt 
from « lot ef those Southern era sin because of this highly 
centroveislsl bill and he wanta to push through oertal n things 
but they wen»% do it. In ether words, what Vn ff7»g la 
eea^rcLuae. port ef paHtiaa. And haw ooula a UlUm 



Like you wm has MrUin beliefs* How esn you compromise 
all the time* Polities ia » put gene of compromise. 

Vldal - Veil, all life is compromise. As far as Z know the 
only complete absolutists who in our time, who lived out 
hie own legend wee of course. Hitler, who use completely, 
totally sincere end acted out ell of bis own loudnesses with 
total consistency* I em not in favor of sbsoluttsm et an/ 
level, whether it:* a moral, or intellectual or political and 
X should think that the art of our form of government, which 
le mat much admired by the majority of our people* I home 
a great fear that the people in this country are tending much 
more toward men on horseback, ouch more toward easy enswers 
to difficult problems, that any fact that any two people mum 
who disagree can ait down and talk means that each la makirg 
a compromise, one would assume, with some great basic principle 
that he would stake his life upon* The whole point to our 
form of aeei*ty 1* that two opposing views manage to. work out 
som*thiug Wi'ioh you can live* Low yeu have a problem with 
a xresidsct like Kennedy who has certain and I should say 
passive and he's got a Congress that he's got to live with 
and he's got to get legialation through point by point* *ell, 
in a time like this there is very little that e ^resident 
can accomplish beyond two or three thlrgs en which he will 
put his neck absolutely on the block and he will say, now 
I'm going to have this and I'm going to fight tut he's got 
the comiaon market that he's got to fight* He's/got the tariff 
situation which 1* going to be s blood both for the next two 
years* ixe's got civil rights* He's going to have to make up 
his mind and X think you wee him now, he's maneuvering, heBs 
trying to shore up his own influence, he has not got much 

control over Cosgraes* He hue tw-build_ap his own personsl. 

popularity so that amen he goes out, when he dote take the 
field* People are getting impatient but remember he didn't 
come in e smiling golf playing general with a ready made re- 
putation* He hea now to make it on hie own but I think yei *re 
going to see quite e lively administration when he does com* 
alt himself • urn will get dene those basic things which I think 
he feels should be done* 

ford - There was, 1 think, in whs t you Juat said some slight 
reference te apposing groups end so forth* ?e have seen, you 
mentioned the man on horseback and looking for easy, pat sola* 
tions to our problems* fa have seen in recent months what 
might be celled a fan Us tie re surge see of this ideal of the 
man on horaebaak* I can think of one, to* Welch, head of the 
John x>iioh society aa a classic example of a nan who hae all 
the Susy enswers te every thing. Pall out of the US, drop the 
bomb, etc*, etc*, end give my way end everything is going to 
be fine* Mow do you feel about the extremists wither to the 
extreme left or the extreme right that the President referred 
to recently and Mr* Johnson here in thiiedelpfaie, the Via* 
President recently made reft rates to* what* a your Own spin lea 
about these extremists with the easy answers. 

Vldal - w#ll, I'm nervous. I Man everyone la nervosa* X 

5. 



xjcttOuoMKixaaccxgaM^^ Winn wna-c-s eomgcn in 

Texae, and Arisona, I get a lot of mail on this, I did 
& piece afcout Barry Goldwater An Life togasine which has 
earned ae a great deal of peculiar mail. I alao d*# a ooku»B 
in Laquire and i've written quite a bit about the hiroh 
>ociety anJ the houce u"n-«JDerican ^otivitfes Gomroittee, I 
think tnfct theae people are trying to form, for the firat time 
60 an crgaaization. JJefore they were always Just busy. You 
know they would aou&d alright on the tariff and then suddenly 
tney were all seeing flying aauoers. You know, tty ro always 
afraid, there's always one pliantly lunatic note tVetthey... 

j'ons - j lour idat ion or water or some such thing. 

tfidal - .... there voices tremble at this putting flouride 
in the water but 1 have a hunoh there's a great deal of money 
behind them. It's coming from Texas, a greet deal of it, 
and from the oil men down there and thejr^ putting, they're 
spending an enormous amount of money for whflt they oaU» 
conservative revival. 'Veil, there's no such thing. Conserva- 
tism ia a perfectly legitimate position, it happens; to be a 
conservative country. In fhet our President ia a conservative 
^residerit, by any reasonable temxnicology. This is a fascist 
revival and what they are after is the cotrnunista of which 
there are twenty two thousand in the Unite;? states, according 
to .r. Idgar hoover and 1 hope he knows everyone and is ke- ping 
re eye on them, .-hat they're after, minority groups, they're 
after lator unions, they*re aft«r the twentieth century and 
they/ art. up to no good and I think, I would be foscinated 
to see Goldwater nominated, by the Republican yorty, not 
because i *3Ub£ my republican friends any ill luck, although 
tliv'y v/oul have it but i would be fasclrated to see all these 
people ooae out from under the flat rock and get them out 
there in the open because this sort of thing, if you allow 
it, and you get frightened of it. The mail I gcti'rom around, 
tuts country is fascinating. The reign of terror that they 
lit v e. w ith school boards, I utan one teacher in u high tchool 
in nhiehita happened to aay in science class, he aaid in hia 
claaa to t the Russians happen to be ahead of us in the means 
of delivering -jiogiea. »e w- a up bsfore the school board and 
wau forced to resign beoautc he was obviously a cc; ^ur.i^t. 
Tue iuan wau, there was nothing againet hiss of any kind except 
tan u and * think the teachiio in the count 17 and I've said 
t.iss all overlay diotiict and i keep on saying it, th teachers 
in this country are terribly coxardly. They live ir. terror of 
their school Loardw and instead of standing up and being leaders 
in their co^iuni tUa they jut.t sit tack and allow themselves 
to t« pushed around. I think it'o very sad. 

Pord - : : . w, you mentioned the house un--*uerican Activities 
Ooiuuittet, i have just finished about two-tnirdo of 3 book, 
The -r:-*»iierioans, which ia a detailed document of the activities 
of the j.ouae uno^meriean activities Committee, i have for 
the p:;st five ye^rs and some months that I've been doing this 
progrsw, spoken out Tory forthrightly againat the house T Jn- 
.laericsn -otivitiea Co:n:iitt*« in nn unft#rt»ii tfrrmi. »ff*lw»ft 



such things a b the John Biren. ^oelety, agaluat Ihe remnants 

of the iicCarthyltea and thair follow ra, against the tleorge 
Lincoln Rockaella whe are relatively un Import* nt and really 

un important and I get the earn* kind of oft.il from peculiar 
people too, auch thing* as tfcii happen** ta na, Kara yon 

teen reported yet to tie FBI* 



/idal - Probably, 

Ford - 'tilt 1 1 because I know, I get carboa eopiea 

of ttera th&t they aead to the 3?3t and i wnder to nyenlf 
are these people, do they seriously think that Vm aubversivt 
Do they thlrk that r*sa a, r»d likt to efcaw than w inaowf 
tay x( turn s one ttee how I lore our form af bgsverruBftat, yon 
know, tut they think (hare with greet exaction - Prcd ttevine) 
the ainuta you're a iiasenter, the »inute, thft t # I» for the, 
for t ie, K-tterthen four yeara doing the orngrea, alnoat 
fivo yetrs that Siaanh«^r\iiaa.7jN»«l«ft^; ritfMJtJMl?.'* 
aim aa a very nice well ueanicg ma who waft ft do nothing 
^resident, full of good will bat in effeat ineffectual and 
boy you would think I wo a attacking . everybody 'a l»it^:,a»i-v,- 
mother they way, the kind of Bail I f** en naoount of that* ; 
•fhey way, "You ahouldn*t talk ti*»t $vg#y n**i» s*y 

aiwuldc't 1, i have free apeeeh, I»n you know, the atatioa'a 
a«Ob, you know, any what you want aa long a a it i» ; in 



taste, ,/ell th«y think it*a dangerous to be up 

zou£ thing. 



to 



• 'if 1 




tfidal - They find the Bill of High ta liaU ting bat * ere »a 
a fascinating pell ttkaa In a high achool, I think £wM • 
a thing called t \ t . at .yumaa and thay 4> it every y**r 
" and" they aek the- ktda «^e*ttOa* ai* ^^aa»eva«* 
tiono if properly trte uprated were real Jy Hti 
queetiona and they find out the t on about eeventy 
of the aiu of JUghte, the kid a wet* im^WlMi 
didn't bfeliave in freedow of apeec* for eve tybndy, they 
did»»t believe that you ahoald ^mfe'li" $jm-i$k& l t^Vi 
wanted to, they were all for police eenserthla and thay 
admired the 7BI tremendously, «tl% i~ 
the tit.es, I happen to belong ta the 
)Ava the idea of dissent waa a nreye 
didn«t disease things openly, 
trouble • 

We 




A^a^s* «| 4 aafeaaek ~**an> «t cast 

lag and ify«#V; 

**•• •« 4 alto* iiT t m*£. ■ 

»y got iB*n aar loaa- 



yord - We just got a cote here. We have a telephone 

a© 13 



y * rawer a optima a in the oloak reoa en* • *»iler ifflm4'&:' : 
led to say that the book that X nsnttened, the i^Wieana, 



-->*■ 



'May 



waa writtac by a comriuniat. 



>.-.• • :■ •• .... 



tor. i jjht 
Foid - o* t well thay »»» 



thing for the right win* in 4*a 



■ ■ * 




1. -t ' •' ••. •.••r.V:K • 



post office absolutely in the black, tney wspist and write 
and write, (leu*ja«$#. Yes* yea ems the** th the derh, frsiat 
Conner, author of the Un*.AWYl aa bb wit indeed, was, hot is* 
a cosusmnlst. I happened to review hie toe* in the Xerei* 
Tribune, teking John Crosfcy *s place far ea« aoissm «M it's 
a book a tout the House Un-^merlean .\etivitiee Committee, 
published fey Ballantins and it's ©ailed the Un-^me: loess* 
*all, it's a first ratev documented esse, it's a little shrill 
tut It is, the jean is a eorstitutiensl lawyer and he has 
given a case against the committee. Hew this ia en it* 
teres tine tiding. The comnittee did not answer fcimx any of 
the charge a Henner made against then end they were pretty 
deadly on the committee's interest and the favor of reelst 
gjroutWt Ku illux Klan, said that they were ident, you Jtnow, 
they havet the aaae goals as the House On—* aerican AQ%Hy it tea 
Coiaaiitee. But the entire rsaoti.cn was* don't answer the 
charge, just say that Mr* Moaner «n ooaarcniat. we^Ll 4 I 
gat a let of this so I checked up on htm one day* 1 set him. 
talked to him, found out about him, perhaps he is trying to 
pull down the republio, but in that ease the yst woi Id 
arrest him but he was at one time ■* ©eaamniat but thjy dtd 
not answer the ohaggee «> we might move on to another itoek 
by Telford Taylor and he is certainly net a oowauniat4 he 
was head of our legal end of the Kurenbufg trials He 
wrote a too* celled Grand Inquest which we.* s whole study of 
house Investigating committees, their esse and their acssee 
and X think that gives the House cesmiUee just as bad a 
notice. 

Jtord * f Ut yoa know yam awatieat* >*w Osltsetear a little 
while aaeV >*Xr*,Q»Us»^JMi astdfws^&'td'' the Jehu Birch. 
'Society nor has he' s» Id any thing m W ~ ' ~" 

society, lie's been completely mm. cjj the g,«eation of the 
jrohn Birch feisty, neither fo*a«t *m*r ** *• ft*?: 
tereeting he hasn't denounced them or has he accepted them* 

Tidal - V«U. he hasn't been sbie to ftgsjss out he* many 
members they've got yet. He's a peU*W&e** .. 

IM - Wheo you said that yea hoped that h* raa In '«4, X*f* 
alrsady seen tiie opp<wi i,tlo|* slogan ea C^dwst*** it said 
Goaatote* ia *64 9 I8d4, let's talk-fa**. Kiaate stout the 
• play aeaulas which opened las* nigh*. Tfci* la eaepted sad 
Ml 7 ■ said your wwa Integra tat ion ef **a plaf* 
what first attracted ye* is the play **■*'*'*■*■• ' ■■ j •■ 
; (at this paint tftv Tidal sad '*x* Jord engaged ia fw 
aiautaa of rath** pointless disaussiaa of *he play) 

i 

**** * wwf gasst m* «•»* Vtil* we*a l* f » * ' • 
pissswra to have you* 

vtdaA - The a* yea ftvek* we'j* off is the Job* B**sh Sed dy 

aedtlny saav* 

- He's stff the Jete ?W wai^s 

. : S ' ' ' v- v ". ; • ■ ' 
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• 10-23-621 agr Evan 

? T r. Gale 




ATTEN: CRIME RECORDS 



subject: 



DEBATE BETWEEN GORE VIDAL AND 

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY, JR. 
MODERATOR DAVID SUSSKIND 




b6 



On 10/21/62 a debate between* una vuuuuuiwu, im- 
dividuals was -telecast over WGBH ( Channel 2), the educational b7c 
channel in the Boston area. This program was viewed 
\SA JOHN L. FAHERTT and he indicates that the comments betw&eiL 
\BUCKLET and TIDAL were quite caustic and vitriolic-. 8Ar. 
Faherty states that during one discussion concerning Civf 
Riahts. VIDAL mentioned that the Director had indicated, 
■that there were about 22 s 000 known Communists in the Unit 
States. VIDAL added that if the Director did not have a 
Complete dosier on these 22,000, "he is not doiy j his jab, 
VIDAL then said that there must.be at least 22,000- FBI ag< 

On another occasion while discussing Civil Rights. 
BUCKLEY made the remark, "I wouldnH awaken an individual 
at 3 o* clock in the morning for an interview either." 
SA FAHERTY stated that the above were the only references 
-'e to the FBI. 



The foregoing is furnished to the Bureau for 
ito information. 
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mum 
JAN 7 J965 

WAMfiCHECiS 



January 6, 1965 



GORE^ODAL 

^Born: October 3, 1925 
Westport, New York 

The FBI has conducted no independent investigation 
concerning the subject of your name check inquiry. However, 
files of this Bureau do disclose that Gore Vidal was 
mentioned in the January 20, 1948, issue of the "DailyJVorker" 
in a review of his book, "The City And The Pillar." The 
book dealt with the physical adventures of a sale homosexual. 
Vidal was an associate of two individuals who were the 
subjects of security-type investigations conducted by the 
FBI in 1954 and 1956. 
(62-107665) 

"The National Guardian" dated November 13, 1961, 
carried an article stating that Gore Vidal was to be among 
the speakers for a Wednesday evening December 6, 1961, 
meeting at Manhattan Center, New York City which was to be 
a rally to abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee. 
(61-7582-A^ igstte ^ n New y ork Herald 

Tribune" carried a column by Gore Vidal who was substituting 
for John Crosby who was on vacation. The column dealt with 
the House Un-American Activities Committee and was critical 
of this committee's activities. 

62— 10885— XI) 

A confidential informant who has furnished reliable 
information in the past furnished on Hay 21 and May 22 ^ 1961. 



I Located among" this material was the 
name Gore Vidal Edgewatcr, Barry town, New York. 

(97-4196-34-38) 

The files of the FBI contain no further information 
pertinent to the subject of your name check inquiry'. 

Original & 1-USIA 

Request Received-1 2/8/64 / \Y . 



TMrded 
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This document- Contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI, and i£ loaned to your agency; It and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 



agency. ThWis In answer to your request for a check of FBI files. 
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Memorandum 



TO 



FROM : 



Mr. Mohr 



C. D. DeLoach 



« 



date: Jvine 24, 1964 




SUBJECT: 



CRITICAL PROGRAM - CIVIL RIGHTS 
STATION WPTX-TV 
NEW YORK CITY 



V Assistant Director Malone called at 10:20 a. m. today and advised that one of 

the Agents in the office had just handed him a memorandum concerning a program which 
appeared last night over the above -entitled station. 

Mr. Malone explained that WPIX is an independent station in New York City 
and is not a member of one of the networks. He said that at 11:15 p. m. last night the 
Agent was looking at the station and a program appeared called "Hot Line." 



This was a panel type show where the panelists take telephone calliLjrom thfe 
\public and answer their questions. On the program were DavidSusskind; Gore^aL(whb 
Mai one described as being on the pink side) ; R^yerendWilliam Coffin, chaplain at Yale V, 
^University; and DorotityKlgalleii. 

The first half of the program was extremely critical of the Director and the ! 
FBI in the handling of civil rights cases and bombing cases in the South. One statement 
was made that the Director should retire as he did not desire to carry out the law of the 
land as far as civil rights cases are concerned. Susskind said the FBI had utterly failed 
in the bombing cases in the South. There were, of course, other items taken up on the 
program- however, at the conclusion Susskind said that this was the first of its kind and X j 
was sort of a test pilot. He urged that listeners write in^Jhey would Jjjgto have a progeuj 
of this type continued in the fall season of 19 64 ^^^^ ' 

Malone said that due to the late hour ^ry 4Bw $ed§U saw the program and 
the only comment he has had so far is from this one Agent jvhohadaccidentally tuned in 
on it. He said that nevertheless some of the New Yo«T6nipTo7eeswere going to write to 
the station and say that the program stunk, was factually incorrect, and do not think the 
program should be continued next fall. He said, of course, they would not identify them- tfj 
selves with the Bureau. ' 

RECOMMENDATION: For information. 



3 



1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 



Rosen 
Evans 
Jones 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. In her incoming, 
correspondent mentioned the TV program "Hot Line" which has David 
Susskind as moderator. The panelists on the show about which correspondent 
wrote were Dorothy Kilgailen, a gossip columnist, Reverend William Sloan 
Coffin of Yale University and Gore Vidal. Coffin is well known to the Bureau. 
He is a highly vocal -'integrationist and has been extremely critical of the 
Bureau in the past. He is the Chaplain at Yale University and has been the 
center of much criticism because of his outspoken support of the integration 
movement Susskind is well known to the Bureau. Bufiles reflect Gore Vidal 
was mentioned in the 1-20-48 issue of the Daily Worker in a review of his 
book "The City and the Pillar. " The book dealt with the physical adventure 
of a male homosexual. He was an associate of two individuals who were the 
subjects of security-type investigations conducted in 1954 and 1956. He was 
the author of a play, "The Best Man" which opened on 3-31-60 and had, as 
part of its script, a reference to the Director. On 9-23-62, he was on 
David SussMnd's program and made derogatory remarks concerning the 
Director and stated there are probably as many Agents as there are 
communists. She is being addressed as Mrs. because sne mentions her 
son in incoming.- 
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want to IV.ank you for your kind remarks concerning ray efforts .5 

\ — 5 I 

St- 
O 



I have received your letter of June 23rd and 



as Director of the FBI. 



u» 

CO 



It was good of you to write regarding t.'evision § 
program, "Hot Line. " With reference to the current jj?;^:om in 
Mississippi, let me assure you that the FBI is conducting t .1 
intensive and thorough investigation to determine the wIvj- bouts 
of the i'oe missing civil rights workers. Any other ever.. ■:. which 
have c:curred which may constitute a violr.:io.* within the jurisdiction 
of th& Jureau likewise are receiving cai-.ixi attention. 

I am pleased to know oi your son's interest in the 
FBI. It is most encouraging to have tLa support of voung p-.opie' 
and I appreciate your advising me of Ms feedings. ' : associates 
join sie in expressing thanks for your jeaorous con-^nts. 

Sincerely yours, 

3. Edgar Hoover, 
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MAIL ROOM □ TELETYPE UNIT 




June 23 '64 
Midnight 



Mr. Tolso 
Mr. Belnn 
Hr, Moht* 
Mr. Casper 




Mr. Callahan. 
Mr., 
Mr. 

Mr.'_. 
Mr. 6ale._ 
Mr. Roseiri—^' 
Mr. Sulliv&_ — 
Mr. Tavel — 
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy— 



J. Edgar Hoover 
My dear Sir 

Station WPIX, Ch 11, NY has just presented a program called "Hot Line'' 
Susskind is the moderator. Listeners phone in questions & the P^ s ? s /^=™= 
answering the calls. The panelists were Dorothy KilgaHen, G ^e^da l &Rev win. am 
Sloan Coffin of Yale Univ. " 

I listened knowing full well how questions would be answered & I w^mistakeru^t 
have just written to WPIX expressing my opinion of the program & of Mr. Wdal in 
Particular. Of course a call came in (bona fide?) on the present crisis in Missassippi 
& Sat caU to token by Mr. Vidal. They all felt the FBI should "go in" & Vidal said 
fhat you were doing nothing, he couldn't understand why you had to go on & on being 
SfeJtor tiS aU you talked about was communism. " I wish I could quote him word 
Sr word but sin/e I can't I must just say that the words he used would _leave the 
impression on listeners that you had outlived your usefulness that the big problem 
to-day is civil rights "& you haven't said a word. " 

I subscribe to National Review, The Tablet, Human Events, The Wanderer & the 
Go?Ln Sphinx (N C I C a ) & the first three have been concerned attacks being made 

| ^Z^^^n^ ^B^ especially the FBI. They hold you in great esteem ! 

I as they should & thank God for it. \ 

n Almost immediately after Mr. Kennedy was assasinated the news nB dia -reported ^ 
/ fcat the FBI & Tthe S. S. men in Dallas had not been in close touch with each other during 
lSfprieTationTfor the presidents tour. My 20 yr old son who is a sfcident © Texas 
A & M came home for the Christmas Holidays & I told him what was being said. He ^ 
was S^rned away from me when I said this & instantly he faced me & *d M 
"The FBI always & at' all times knows what its doing. They're some fnie men, there s 
none Uke thirn?" I noted the expression in his eyes as he said this andJywas pleased. ^ 

I intend writing to the sponsors of this show too-Spic & Span, Mr. ClSan, Black Flag^ 
fj^may & Salvo were ad vertized. 

)ver I meant to write to you, your birthday or when you finishe 
• so may I now tell you that I thank God that you are in charge 
il to you & to all those fine people who work with you. You are 
\A feel all would/be lost without your vigilance^ 

^ NOrWccMiteD . •eor&aUy;l|/\. , 
•87 JUL 6 1964 *>W^ 

ii t'w*' ^=*^° • — , Lwk^ 

3<?' o\ $P 
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May 8, 1967 
BY LIAISON 



3 



■4. 



4 v C* 



Mrs. Mildred Stegall 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Stegalli 

Reference is made to your request for a name check 
concerning Gore Vidal. / s 

Mr. Gore Vidal, who was borji on October 3,~1925jF 
at West Pointy New York* has not been the subject of an iaivestH* 
gation by the FBI. Mr. Vidal is described as a writer and author 
of several books as well as a contributor of articles to various 
nationally distributed magazines. He was a Democratic-Liberal: 
candidate for the United States Congress in 1960. I*. 

Our files reveal that Gore Vidal was mentioned in the 
January 20, 1948, issue of the "Daily Worker, " a former ejminmiist 
newspaper, in connection with a review of his book, "The glty ^Jid 
The Pillar. " This book dealt with the physical adventuresSM artnale 
homosexual. Vidal was also an associate of an individtfSl^ho^was 
the subject of a security- type investigation conducted Jay, $te WBl in 
i956, based on this individual's reported efforts in attem^ting^to 
obtain "political asylum in Soviet Russia. " This associ^tion^was 
determined to be of a business nature. * ^ 
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"The National Guardian, " a publication described by the 
if House Committee on Un-Americafl'Activities as a "virtual official 
' pfepftaiida arm of Soviet Russia,"" in its November 13, 1961, issue 
HEC.ffay^fidjaaitrticle stating that Gore Vidal was to be among the speakers 
- fo r a WSmmKSi evening December 6, 1961, meeting at Manhattan 
$en*eQi gfewjiYork City/'which was to be a rally to abolish me.Hou£e 
Un-Amef Iclttf Activities CommsSj^el. , y\' 
— y 1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent direct) / snS*^* Y K 

1 - Mr. Gale (sent direct) f& J J 0' 

i&Z .1 - Mr. Rosen (sent direct) J 
"ter^Z^zf Jv ^OTE : New York Office telephonically advised on 5-4-67, that their indices 

-e^tMAY^ ©^?^^^ 01 ^ 1 data concernin s G° re Vidal - df.f "?. , 7 nr : si^: ^ 

y - - - mail room L_l TELETYPE UNIT CH (V — 
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall 



In a column prepared by Gore Vidal in the £uly 17, 
1961, issue of the "New York Herald Tribune, " he severely 
criticized the activities of the House Un*AmeriCan Activities 
Committee, 

m May, 1961, information was received from a 
confidential source who has furnished reliable information in the 
past indicating that Gore Vidal, Barrytown, New York, was 
associated with the pro-Castro Fair Play for Cuba Committee. 

(62-107665-4) 

In 1963, it was reported that Mr. Vidal was a "friend" 
of the "Kennedy Clan, " in that his stepfather was Mrs. John F. Kennedy's 
stepfather and that they share a'half -brother and a half-sisterV Although 
Mr* Vidal might have been considered a friend" of the Kennedys in 
1963, recent information coming to our attention tends to indicate that 
he -has developed an antagonistic attitude toward them. In the April 9, 
1967, issue of "The Washington Post, " Gore VidaTs review of 
William Manchester*s book, "The Death of a President, " contains 
several critical statements concerning the Kennedys. At one point he 
indicates that there might be some substance to those rumors that the 
Kennedys are "ruthless and not very lovable after all." 

The May 7, 1967, issue of "The Washington Post" makes 
reference to a recent article appearing in "Esquire" magazine in which 
Gore Vidal attacks the Kennedy family, particularly Senator Robert 
Kennedy. Allegedly, one of the bases for this attack aoncerned a White 
House party several years ago in which Vidal, who was described as 
alcoholically exuberant, was requested to leave by Robert Kennedy. 
Vidal was reported to have stated, "I'm going to destroy you* " 

Civil fingerprints were located in the files of the FBI 
Identification Division which may be identical with those of Mr* Vidal. 
These fingerprints were searched through the criminal files of the 
Identification Division and no arrest record was located. 

A copy of this communication has not been sent to the 
Attorney General. 

Sincerely yours, 
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GORE VIDAL 

WHITE HOUSE NAME CHECK REQUEST 
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall called from the White House 
this morning. She advised that we had given them the 
results of a name check on Vidal in 1964 and she requested 
that this name check be brought up to date with as much 
information as possible about Vidal. 
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Apparently Vidal appeared on the "Today" show 
this morning and made some vicious remarks. No active 
investigation is desired but as previously indicated, 
as much detailed data as is available regarding him should 
be furnished. If necessary the office covering his place 
of residence should be contacted to determine whether that 
office has any additional data and we should be particularly 
alert to any public statements he has made. 
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J Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
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Lfc^TAll ReferensesS 
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Mai 
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References Only 
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I I Restricted to Locality of 



] Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 
I I Variations 
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The Washington Post 
Times Herald 



The Washington Daily News — _ 

the Evening Star. (Washington) 

The Sunday Star (Washington) 

Daily News (New-Wk) — I '- 

Sunday tfews (Ne\v York) 

New'York Post.n 




The New York Times . 
World Journal Tribune 

(New York) ~I, 

The Sun (BaltimSe) — 
The Worker 




The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer . 
People's World 



Date MAY 1 1 1967 



NOT p*OOSI>SD 
tffc MAY 17 1967" 



5/2/68 



^irtel ^ 1 - Mr. DeLoach 

/ ~ J GV " 1 - Mr. Bishop 

(j -1 / r *' *" 1 - Mr. Gale 



To: 3 AC, New Yorls 

Drat tfirector, TBI CHB 



1 - Mr. Eddy 
1 - Mr. Moore 



tfnere is on clcaflfl fo r tho Say Vork office, a true 
c<9» of a letter from ! a ddressed to tho 

£eratrtuent of Justice. Shis letter was furnishod to the 
rmreau by memorandum from the uepartment, 4/20/68, requesting 
the fHuroau rmke a preliminary investigation to deterinitta what 
Vidal said on a TV program referred to in I | £,etter. 
This propraa was on Tmtf-TV, Channel 5, New ioris, Saturday , 
4/10/08, at 10:30 .»•»,, entitled "Is Liberalieia Dead." 

Hew York conduct investigation to determine the 
context of Vidal*s comments so that thoy may bo reviewed to 
determine whether "Shore is any possible violation of tho 
selective Service £ct. If no reason known to Stew Yorfc Office 
p;hich would preclude contact with W&W-OT, effort should bo 
taade to obtain film of program for review. Individuals con- 
tacted should be advised tho investigation ia being conducted 
at specific request of tho Department of Justice. 

Submit results of inquiry to the Bureau at tho 
earliest possible date suitable for dissemination including 
any background information in your files regarding subject. 



r jt< • . ■ 

f 1 - 62-107665 

See cover memo Gale to DeLoach, dated 5/1/68, captioned sp.xae, 
I!HK:tda. 

MffiJ:tdra 
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October 23, 1970 
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& 7 - 




Dear 



Your letter of October 15th has been received and I 
can understand the concern which prompted you to write and furnish 
me your views. The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and, as such, has no control over who appears 
on television or other mass media. 

Sincerely yours, 
% Edgar Hoover 
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TELETYPE UNIT I I 



Mr. J. EdgarcLHoover T \ / 

Director. \f 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C,„ 



Dear Sir: 

1 1 oas dismayed over a statement permitted to be broadcast 
\ today over MBG national television network during th® -Jaavi&, 
^rost Show--a statement by Gor^^ldaJ^^i sonsatlonallat writ^?. 

Among Hr. Tidal *s seemingly unsolfcsi/fcad remarks, were scornful 
statements about the viee president of the United States, 
spilling from hie mouth before he even seated himself, and 
| In which he rather obviously tried to soli cite a rubber-stamp 
of his position from Mr, Frost . Hr. Frost, while not dis- 
associating himself with the remarks, fell short of endorsing 
'them. 




Jt» Mr* Vidal pursued his opening vituperation wit 
©markabl® statement that Ih order for us to battle the l9 
sytem" (political), we could "blow up the capltol ASP ®*/ 




Mould you please explain to me, why, in the name of fre.^ 
of speech, we allow such dangerous statements; to be broad 
over th©~ entire nation? 

Advocacy of violence is intolerable, even masquerading as 
smart-aleck entertainment. It does not go unmarked during 
those troubled times for our country, we in California have 
seen some of our government officials indeed "blown up". 
We certainly don't take kindly to l^C's sponsorship of m*^L? 

J I am wondering, too, at the rather curious position of ftr*. >fa 
1 Frost, 2s he a citizen of this country in which he finds so 
hsuch to question? I wonder what Sr. Frost's reaction would 
I be to an American entertainer on BBC, sponsoring, without « 
verbal disassociatlon, statements that the Prime *&aij|t©j^-©&— -gy 
&igland or the Queen should be "blown up"? Or Parliament % O g 
Would he bridle or giggle? 22 OCT 6 iy7 ° N 
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